UPDATE ON THE POLIO ERADICATION INITIATIVE IN ETHIOPIA : 1st January to 20th April 2000 

Item
Surveillance
Supplemental Immunisation (Campaigns)

I. Human Resources

1. Technical personnel 

2. Administrative Assistant
Interviews held 28th March; 3 Surveillance Officers and 1 Data Manager selected to commence work on the 15thMay.

NB.  Dr. Messeret – Surv Officer leaving.
Selection process put in motion, one temporary staff recruited
Towards quality March/April SNIDs, 4 international STCs provided by AFRO/Geneva. In addition, 6 national consultants recruited by WHO to support  micro-planning, training & supervision and deployed for periods of 2-8 weeks. 

II. Training: 

1. Data Management training 

2. Cold Chain Training

3. NIDs Supervisory skills training


33 surveillance officers and AFP surveillance focal persons from the  regions and the MoH trained 10-16th April on EPI/IDS data management using EPI-INFO, EPIMAP, EXCEL with assistance from Nairobi Eastern Block  Office


In collaboration with the Science & Tech. Commission, 20 regional cold chain focal persons trained (1 month) on refrigerator maintenance and repairs to address the cold chain constraints for NIDs and routine EPI.

3 day training held 28th Feb-1st March on supervision of NIDs, with the support of Dr Nkowane WHO Geneva (10 participants)

III. Polio Laboratory
Extra space availed to EHNRI Polio Lab and 3 extra staff assigned by Govt. 60 samples from ’99 were split to Uganda, and 13 isolates were referred to Jo’burg. A routine annual accreditation mission done by Prof. Tomori 2nd  - 6th April. He says 4 out of 6 WHO Lab criteria satisfied. Follow-up mission due June.


IV. Extra rounds SNIDs

Completed 1st round of extra SNIDs 24th –30th March. 2nd round due 21st –27th  April. Target of over 360,000 under-5 year olds in 39 hard to reach pockets.

V. AFP surveillance


As of 20th April, 37 cases of AFP have been detected. 43 % stool samples taken within 14 days of onset of paralysis.

14 Surveillance personnel given a 1-day orientation on the STOP concept and deployed for 2 weeks to the hitherto silent areas. A total of 17 Silent zones visited finding 10 AFP cases.


VI. Political Advocacy
AFRO RD - Dr Ibrahim Samba to visit Ethiopia end April for 3 days. Itinerary to be organized to include visit to PM’s office to advocate on issues constraining the PEI.

We still wish to have the DG visit Ethiopia Sept/Oct 2000 to keep the momentum

VII. USAID Grant for routine EPI
MoU signed April and WHO component USD 0.3million of the 0.5m grant for support to routine EPI disbursed. Interventions soon to begin in 10 target zones. Preliminary indications are that another USD 0.4m will be availed to WHO by USAID this year. 

VIII. Communications


1 satellite phone received late January 2000 and already put to use during field operations in hard to reach Benishangul, Gambella and Southern Regions.
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